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Lowestoft & Great Yarmouth
Two towns, one vision



• Urban Regeneration Company

• Government Status

• Partnership Based

• Private Sector Led

1st East

What is 1st East?



• Co-ordinate change

• Help improve the economy and create jobs

• Generate confidence

• Overcome obstacles

• Unlock potential

Our Aims

Two towns, one vision



Our Partners
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• Significant levels of deprivation

• High level of worklessness

• Poor educational achievement

• Decline in manufacturing and traditional 

port businesses

• Not enough skilled jobs

Why Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth?

Two towns, one vision



• Keeping people informed

• Encouraging a wider range of jobs

• Working with education to ensure skills 

match employer needs

• Improving the way public spaces look

• Reconnect the towns to their waterfront

• Encouraging investment

• Better places to live, work, study and visit

Our Broad Aims

Two towns, one vision



“Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth will become 
great places to live, work, study and visit, 
building on the unique opportunities of their 
east coast locations. 

At the heart of our vision is a determination to 
provide a supportive culture for business, and 
to develop a particular expertise in the 
environmental economy, on and offshore. 

People who value their environment, place and 
quality of life will want to live here. 

The two towns will be confident of their role and 
function and free of the need for any special 
assistance status.”

Our Vision



Regeneration Challenges

• Pockets of urban deprivation

• Nelson ward in Great Yarmouth

- 106th SOA

• Kirkley ward in Lowestoft

- 173rd SOA

• Harbour ward in Lowestoft

- 1446th SOA

• Total number of SOAs = 32,482

(2007 IMD)

Two towns, one vision



The Economic Base
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Great Yarmouth Waveney Sub-region England

Structure of Current Employment Base

Agriculture and fishing Energy and water Manufacturing
Construction Distribution, hotels and restaurants Transport and communications
Banking, finance and insurance, etc Public administration ,education & health Other services
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Relative Performance of Local Sectors 

Great Yarmouth Waveney Sub-region

Sub-Regional and Local Specialisation



Key Economic Characteristics

Great Yarmouth Borough

• High unemployment / lower economic activity

• Low skills and occupational structure

• Low value economy, over representation 
in distribution/hotels sector and public 
administration

• Borough level employment growth 

Lowestoft District

• Unemployment / activity rates average

• Low skills and occupational structure

• Low value economy 

• Over-representation in manufacturing

• Borough level employment growth



Key Economic Characteristics

Great Yarmouth

• 16,500 jobs (47% of borough jobs)

• 1,400 businesses (42% borough
businesses)

Lowestoft

• 13,300 jobs (34% of district jobs)

• 1,100 businesses (28% of district 
businesses)



Summary

• URC contain significant employment bases

• High levels of worklessness and significant 
deprivation in some areas 

• Need to retain and grow employment base 
and raise value  

• However, employment densities currently very 
low – poor use of land resource in some areas



Opportunities

EEDA 
Regional Economic Strategy

Designation as the regeneration 

priority in the East Of England



Opportunities

15 Year Plan
In Great Yarmouth:

At least 2200 new homes

2000 jobs

127,000 sqm mixed commercial

In Lowestoft:

At least 1700 new homes

1000 jobs

91,000 sqm mixed commercial



The Environmental Economy

Key Sectors

• Marine & Geosciences  

• Energy

• Ports and Logistics

• Advanced Engineering 

• Tourism

Opportunities



Great Yarmouth

Intervention Areas

• Runham Broad

• Breydon Reach

(North Quay and     

Bure Harbour Quay)

• Ice House Quay

• Haven Approach

• Nelson’s Bridge

• South Denes



Great Yarmouth Priorities
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Breydon Reach – North Quay

• Transport interchange

• Refurbished pedestrian bridge

• Town centre meets the 

water - shops/offices

• 440 new homes

• Public walkway along the water

• Local feel to station area



Breydon Reach – Bure Harbour Quay

• 105 new homes in first phase

• Public walkway on quayside

• Up to a further 100 homes second phase



Ice House Quay

• Vibrant new destination

• Offices, specialist retail

• Bars/restaurants

• 1400 new homes



South Denes – EastPort U.K.

• Port expansion

• Port related business

• Renewable energy



Lowestoft

Intervention Areas

• East of England Park

(People’s Park and 

PowerPark)

• Fishers’ Wharf

• Peto Square

(North and South)

• Kirkley Waterfront

• Brooke Peninsula

• Lothing Crossing



Lowestoft Priorities

Waveney Campus



East of England Park

Power 
Park

• Celebrate most Easterly point

• New Tourism development

• High skilled specialist jobs

• Traditional & Renewable energy

• 10,000 m2 office & industrial 

• R&D to fabrication - OrbisEnergy



Peto Square – North and South

• New town square next to the 

water retaining heritage

• Transport interchange

• New railway station west of 

current station

• 25,000 m2 shops & offices & 

380 new homes



Kirkley Waterfront

• Waveney Campus 

(Cefas SCC & WDC)

• 20,000 m2 high quality 

business/light industrial park

• 350 new homes 

• New East-West link Road

• Public walkway along the water



Infrastructure – Third Crossings

Nelson’s Bridge – Great Yarmouth

Lothing Crossing – Lowestoft

Lobbying to raise the case for funding up 

the government’s agenda



EDP Spring Business Review



For Information and Updates go to:

www.1steast.co.uk

Sign up for our Enewsletter

Thank You


	Presentation to the �Employment and Skills Conference�29th April 2009
	Lowestoft & Great Yarmouth�Two towns, one vision
	The Economic Base
	Sub-Regional and Local Specialisation

