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	Dear colleague

	

	The Big Skill


The Big Skill is an awards programme that recognises people from across the East of England who have improved their lives, or the lives of others, through learning.  It is a Learning and Skills Council and BBC East partnership initiative and a great opportunity for people to continue to learn new skills regardless of their age.

The pilot of the Big Skill was launched in 2008 in Norfolk. Following its success the Big Skill is now rolling out in Bedfordshire and Luton, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk.

Ray Stubbs, BBC Sports presenter and former professional footballer will be launching the Big Skill at various events across the region this week.  Barbara Follett, Regional Minister for the East of England, is championing the initiative.  She welcomed the opportunity to acknowledge people’s dedication to improve their lives and those of others through learning.

The 2009 award activity launches across the region on 20th, 21st and 22nd January.  The awards are open to anyone over the age of 14 years, whether at school, college, work or retired.  There are seven award categories:

· 14 - 16 Learner Award

· 17 – 19 Learner Award

· Adult Learner Award

· Skills for the Community Award

· Skills for Work Award

· Employer Commitment to Skills Award

· Learners’ Champion Award

There will also be an overall winner, The Big Skill Excellence of 2009 Award.  Winners will receive a £150 experience gift voucher and a trophy.  The awards will culminate with a showcase event with local training providers and an awards ceremony in each county in June 2009.

Award nomination forms will be available at www.lsc.gov.uk/eastofenglandbigskill.  Alternatively you can phone 01234 341200 and a form will be posted to you.  The closing date for nominations is 17 April 2009.

I hope that you will be able to support this very worthwhile initiative.

	Yours sincerely
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	Caroline Neville

	Regional Director

	Learning and Skills Council East of England

	

	
	


	



