Following last month’s Big Skill media launch when Ray Stubbs toured the region to pledge his support, I’m pleased to confirm that copies of the 2009 Big Skill nomination packs are due to be posted to you today.  A pdf version of the pack is also attached to this email for your convenience.

Following the resounding success of the Big Skill in Norfolk last year, the concept is being rolled out across the whole of the East of England for 2009.  Each county will have its own Awards ceremony and Norfolk’s date is Monday 8 June 2009 at The Forum in Norwich city centre.  During the day we are inviting schools, colleges and training providers to demonstrate the wide range of learning opportunities they offer; and then in the evening the Big Skill Awards for Norfolk will be announced by Ray Stubbs at a ceremony hosted by BBC Radio Norfolk’s own presenters. 

Please make sure your organisation throws its full weight behind the Big Skill.  It represents a fabulous opportunity for you to showcase the achievements of your learners.  At the same time we are ready to help generate significant media coverage for your organisation about how learning is changing people’s lives.

As you will see from the nomination pack, there are seven Big Skill Award categories this year and I really do hope you will encourage your staff to make as many nominations as you can.

BBC Radio Norfolk’s own radio presenters are also keen to learn new skills themselves – can your organisation help?  Last year, in the run up to the Big Skill Awards, Stephen Bumfrey (who hosts the breakfast show on Radio Norfolk) enrolled onto some cookery lessons at City College Norwich and some excellent and regular coverage ensued, culminating in “Bumfrey’s Banquet” when Stephen led a team to prepare and serve what turned out to be a delicious three course meal for over 80 guests at City College’s training restaurant.  

In summary, here’s how you can help:

1. Circulate the attached pack to all your colleagues and challenge them to get nominating straight away!  The address for nominations is in the pack and the closing date is 30 April 
2. Decide how you would want to showcase your learning opportunities at the Forum during the day on 8 June and then let me know what you would want to do. 
3. Consider how you might engage with a BBC presenter to help them learn a new skill, bearing in mind the positive media coverage that such an offer will generate.  Again, please let me know. 
