Message on Behalf of Philip Head 

Dear Colleagues
Capital Skills Prospectus & the Regional Skills Capital Development Fund

Today the LSC is launching the Capital Skills Prospectus (CSP), which significantly changes how we will provide capital funding in the future.  Starting in 2008-09, private and third sector organisations will become eligible for capital funding.

This note is to remind you about the purpose of the Prospectus, and to request that you forward this message to all staff involved.  Today John Denham will announce the Prospectus launch in his AoC speech; at the same time we will place the Prospectus and application forms on the LSC website, as well as issue a news release jointly with DIUS.

The main purposes of the CSP are:  to extend eligibility for capital funding to non-college providers, to implement a regional capital fund, to formally bring in the training requirement for contractors and to direct colleges to focus on specialisation.  Other objectives include regeneration, progressing sustainability and progressing zero carbon.

The two new areas of work involve the national Capital Skills Projects Fund (CSPF), that the national Skills and Property Teams will manage, and for which separate guidance will be available.  The second area, and the subject of this note, is the Regional Skills Capital Development Fund (RSCDF).

The RSCDF is very much a regional fund.  Each region will receive a notional budget against which it can commit the projects that it considers of strategic importance and best value.  Each region will have the freedom to determine its assessment panels.  

2008-09 is very much a pilot year for the Prospectus.  We will be evaluating on an ongoing basis how well the process works, and the impact of the RSCDF, CSPF and other new aspects in the Prospectus.  We welcome at any time your comments to inform future policy and working practices.  With respect to Machinery of Government changes, it is particularly important that new policy and processes are as refined as possible in time for transition.
The Capital Skills Prospectus is available through this link:

http://readingroom.lsc.gov.uk/lsc/National/nat-finalcapitalskillsprospectus-nov08.pdf
The Expression of Interest forms are available through these links:  
http://readingroom.lsc.gov.uk/lsc/National/Regional_Skills_Capital_Development_Fund_-_EOI_Form_2008-09_(2).doc
http://readingroom.lsc.gov.uk/lsc/National/Skills_Capital_Projects_Fund_-_EOI_Form_2008-09_(2).doc
Please forward this message to all relevant staff.  Please direct any questions or concerns to the following:
            Policy issues:              Laurence Leader         02476 82 5608

            Process issues:           Craig Weaver              02476 82 3321

