Conservative Liberal Democrat Coalition agreements referencing, or with implications for, voluntary and community organisations, charities, social enterprises and other alternative businesses
7.
Banking

We will bring forward detailed proposals to foster diversity in financial services, promote mutuals and create a more competitive banking industry.

In addition, the following agreements have implications for access to credit for social enterprises, and the voluntary and community sector role in supporting financial literacy and personal debt advice (for example, through Citizens’ Advice Bureaux), respectively:

· We will develop effective proposals to ensure the flow of credit to viable SMEs. This will include consideration of both a major loan guarantee scheme and the use of net lending targets for the nationalised banks.

· We will create Britain’s first free national financial advice service, which will be funded in full from a social responsibility levy on the financial services sector.
8.
Business

The following agreements have implications for social enterprises and other alternative business models:

· We want to create a fairer and more balanced economy, where we are not so dependent on a narrow range of economic sectors, and where new businesses and economic opportunities are more evenly shared between regions and industries.

· We will cut red tape by introducing a ‘one-in, one-out’ rule whereby no new regulation is brought in without other regulation being cut by a greater amount.

· We will promote small business procurement, in particular by introducing an aspiration that 25% of government contracts should be awarded to small and medium-sized businesses and by publishing government tenders in full online and free of charge.

· We will support the creation of Local Enterprise partnerships – joint local authority-business bodies brought forward by local authorities themselves to promote local economic development – to replace Regional Development Agencies (RDAs). These may take the form of the existing RDAs in areas where they are popular.

9.
Government and local government
We will promote the radical devolution of power and greater financial autonomy to local government and community groups. This will include a review of local government finance.

We will create new trusts that will make it simpler for communities to provide homes for local people.

We will introduce new powers to help communities save local facilities and services threatened with closure, and give communities the right to bid to take over local state-run services.

10.
Culture, Olympics, media and sport

We will encourage the reform of football governance rules to support the co-operative ownership of football clubs by supporters.

11.
Energy and climate change

We will encourage community-owned renewable energy schemes where local people benefit from the power produced. We will also allow communities that host renewable energy projects to keep the additional business rates they generate.

12.
Equalities

The following agreement has implications for Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic social enterprises:

· We will promote improved community relations and opportunities for Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) communities, including….funding a targeted national enterprise mentoring scheme for BAME people who want to start a business.
13.
Families and children

The following have implications for voluntary and community organisations, charities, social enterprises and other alternative business models supporting families, particularly those experiencing complex problems, and those offering child care services:

· We support the provision of free nursery care for pre-school children, and we want that support to be provided by a diverse range of providers, with a greater gender balance in the early years workforce.

· We will take Sure Start back to its original purpose of early intervention, increase its focus on the neediest families, and better involve organisations with a track record of supporting families. We will investigate ways of ensuring that providers are paid in part by the results they achieve.

· We will investigate a new approach to helping families with multiple problems.

· We will put funding for relationship support on a stable, long-term footing, and make sure that couples are given greater encouragement to use existing relationship support.

14.
Government transparency

The following has implications for voluntary and community organisations, social enterprises and other alternative businesses that might wish to tender for government contracts:

· We will take steps to open up government procurement and reduce costs; and we will publish government ICT contracts online.
15.
International development

The following has implications for voluntary and community organisations, charities and social enterprises engaged in international development projects:

· We will support innovative and effective smaller British non-governmental organisations that are committed to tackling poverty.

16.
Jobs and welfare

The following have implications for voluntary and community organisations, social enterprises and other alternative businesses providing training and targeted support for unemployed people:

· We will realign contracts with welfare to work service providers to reflect more closely the results they achieve in getting people back into work.

· We will reform the funding mechanism used bu government to finance welfare to work programmes to reflect the fact that initial investment delivers later savings through lower benefit expenditure, including creating an integrated work programme with outcome funding based upon the DEL/AME switch.

· We will support would-be entrepreneurs through a new programme – Work for Yourself – which will give the unemployed access to business mentors and start-up loans.

· We will develop local Work Clubs – places where unemployed people can gather to exchange skills, find opportunities, make contacts and provide mutual support.

17.
Justice

We will consider how to use proceeds from the Victim Surcharge to delivery up to 15 new rape crisis centres, and give existing rape crisis centres stable, long-term funding.

The following has implications for voluntary and community organisations, charities, social enterprises and other alternative businesses that deliver training and targeted support for ex-offenders:

· We will introduce a ‘rehabilitation revolution’ that will pay independent providers to reduce reoffending, paid for by the savings this new approach will generate within the criminal justice system.

18.
NHS

We will give every patient the power to choose any healthcare provider that meets NHS standards, within NHS prices. This includes independent, voluntary and community sector providers.

The following has implications for voluntary and community organisations, charities, social enterprises and other alternative businesses that deliver health and social care services within communities:

· We will help elderly people live at home for longer through solutions such as home adaptations and community support programmes.

19.
Public health

We will give local communities greater control over public health budgets with payment by the outcomes they achieve in improving the health of local residents.
20.
Schools

We will promote the reform of schools in order to ensure that new providers can enter the state school system in response to parental demand; that all schools have greater freedom over the curriculum; and that all schools are held properly to account.

We will give parents, teachers, charities and local communities the chance to set up new schools as part of our plans to allow new providers to enter the state school system in response to parental demand.

21.
Social Action

We will support the creation and expansion of mutuals, co-operatives, charities and social enterprises, and enable these groups to have much greater involvement in the running pf public services.

We will give public sector workers a new right to form employee-owned co-operatives and bid to take over the services they deliver. This will empower millions of public sector workers to become their own boss and help them to deliver better services.

We will train a new generation of community organisers and support the creation of neighbourhood groups across the UK, especially in the most deprived areas.

We will introduce National Citizen Service. The initial flagship project will provide a programme for 16 year olds to give them a chance to develop the skills needed to be active and responsible citizens, mix with people from different backgrounds, and start getting involved in their communities.

We will use funds from dormant bank accounts to establish a 'Big Society Bank', which will provide new finance for neighbourhood groups, charities, social enterprises and other non-governmental bodies.

We will take a range of measures to encourage volunteering and involvement in social action, including launching a national day to celebrate and encourage social action, and make regular community service an element of civil service staff appraisals.

22.
Social care and disability

The following has implications for voluntary and community organisations, charities, social enterprises and other alternative businesses that provide respite care:

· We will use direct payments to carers and better community-based provision to improve access to respite care.

23.
Universities and Further Education

The following has implications for voluntary and community organisations, charities, social enterprises and other alternative businesses as both employers and providers of further education, workplace and skills training:

· We will seek ways to support the creation of apprenticeships, internships, work pairings, and college and workplace training places as part of our wider programme to get Britain working.
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29.
Tackling unemployment

Our Work Programme will be delivered through private and voluntary sector providers, which will be rewarded on a payment by results basis for getting people into sustainable work.

(Conservative).

30.
Encouraging a mixed economy and diversifying the provider base

We believe that mutuals, co-operatives and social enterprises have an important role to play in the creation of a more balanced and mixed economy. Mutuals give people a proper stake in the places they work, spreading wealth through society, and bringing innovative and imaginative business ideas to bear on meeting local needs. 
(Liberal Democrat)

Give financial regulators a clear objective of maintaining a diversity of providers in the financial services industry. 

(Liberal Democrat)
Pass a new Mutuals, Co-operatives and Social Enterprises Bill to bring the law up-to-date and give responsibility for mutuals to a specific Minister.
(Liberal Democrat)

Giving public sector workers ownership of the services they deliver is a powerful way to drive efficiency, so we will support co-operatives and mutualisation as a way of transferring public assets and revenue streams to public sector workers. We will encourage them to come together to form employee-led co-operatives and bid to take over the services they run.

(Conservative)

31. Reforming public services and building community empowerment and local economic autonomy
We will use the state to help stimulate social action, helping social enterprises to deliver public services and training new community organisers to help achieve our ambition of every adult citizen being a member of an active neighbourhood group.

(Conservative)
Our public service reform programme will enable social enterprises, charities and voluntary groups to play a leading role in delivering public services and tackling deep-rooted social problems. 

(Conservative)
We will strengthen and support social enterprises to help deliver public service reforms by creating a Big Society Bank, funded from unclaimed bank assets, to provide new finance for neighbourhood groups, charities, social enterprises and other non-governmental bodies. This will provide social enterprises with the start-up funding and support they need to bid for government contracts or work towards delivering services under a payment by results model.

(Conservative)
Britain has a proud and long-standing charitable tradition, and we are convinced that the voluntary sector should play a major part in our civic renewal. We will introduce a fair deal on grants to give voluntary sector organisations more stability and allow them to earn a competitive return for providing public services. We will work with local authorities to promote the delivery of public services by social enterprises, charities and the voluntary sector. 

(Conservative)

When offenders leave prison, they will be trained and rehabilitated by private and voluntary sector providers, under supervision. We will use the same approach that lies behind our welfare reform plans – payment by results – to cut re-offending, with organisations paid using savings made in the criminal justice system from the resulting lower levels of crime. (Conservative)

We will give every patient the power to choose any healthcare provider that meets NHS standards within NHS prices. This includes independent, voluntary and community sector providers. 

(Conservative)

The Big Lottery Fund will focus purely on supporting social action through the voluntary and community sector, instead of Ministers’ pet projects at present. 
(Conservative)
Encourage community owned renewable energy schemes where local people benefit from the power produced.

(Liberal Democrat)

32.
In addition, the following have implications for third sector businesses (social enterprises); apprenticeships, training providers, and specialist organisations offering highly personalised support and guidance to young adults, particularly those not in education, employment of training (NEET); and third sector delivery of informal adult learning, respectively.

A range of measures to support SMEs and the Work for Yourself programme to encourage would-be entrepreneurs 
(Conservative)

Key proposals to tackle youth unemployment :
· create 400,000 work pairing, apprenticeship, college and training places;

· establish a £100m NEETs fund to create up to 50,000 training places in England for 18-24 year olds

· give SMEs a £2,000 bonus for every apprentice they hire;

· establish a Community Learning Fund to help people restart their careers (and for civic engagement and other adult and community learning); and

· create a new all-age careers service so that everyone can access the advice they need.

(Conservative)
We will stimulate the creation and development of neighbourhood groups, which can take action to improve their local area. We will use Cabinet Office budgets to fund the training of independent community organisers to help people establish and run neighbourhood groups, and provide neighbourhood grants to the UK’s poorest areas to ensure they play a leading role in the rebuilding of civic society.

(Conservative)
