DCSF Third Sector Strategy 
On Thursday, 30 July, at a visit to the Barking and Dagenham Foyer in East London, Children’s Minister Delyth Morgan launched a new strategy outlining how the Government will work with the third sector to improve the life chances of children, young people and their families.
Third sector organisations are facing the double pressure of increased demands for their services and reduced income. Children, young people and families are also experiencing additional challenges. So it is increasingly important that DCSF and its third sector partners work even more closely together.

This document (link below) builds on the third sector strategy that was published in 2007 by the then Department for Education and Skills, and aims to improve the joint relationship with third sector organisations. It describes how the DCSF proposes to work more closely with the third sector and sets out the main focus of their shared goals and work over the coming months and years within the framework of Every Child Matters.

The publication Third sector strategy and action plan: intentions into action was produced in partnership with the DCSF’s Third Sector Group. 

The new strategy outlines the Department’s principles, pledges and commitments for continuing and improving this work, including: 

· improving standards of commissioning by increasing awareness and understanding across DCSF and its partners of what the third sector can provide, and by helping third sector organisations to better participate in the commissioning process

· aiming to reduce bureaucracy by working across Government and Local Authorities to ensure that all information requested is meaningful and useful, and where possible can be used by a number of different funders

· identifying and implementing improved ways of communicating and listening to the third sector.
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