EEDA is launching the latest ESF project tender under its Co-financing Plan 2007-11.

The project is titled 'Volunteering into Employment' and the Invitation to Tender (ITT) will invite submissions from organisations and consortia that can deliver this activity across the East of England.

This project aims to encourage workless and socially excluded individuals to gain new skills, engage in their communities, raise their aspirations and move nearer to the job market.

In particular, it prepares those furthest from the labour market to take advantage of present and future volunteering needs the region will have in the sports and cultural sectors in the run-up to the Olympic and Paralympic Games 2012 in London. Indirect outcomes expected will include training, employment and inclusion/involvement.

The project will consist of extensive one to one support for participants, referrals to further training, volunteering opportunities or a job.

The tender will be available via the website http://www.eeda.org.uk/976.asp and will close on 17th November. The expected project start is January 2009 and the activity will run until 31st March 2012.

Further ESF funding opportunities will be available later this year.

For more information, please visit www.eeda.org.uk/esf or email cofinancingenquiries@eeda.org.uk.

