Dear Colleague,

The Skills Funding Agency has on 18th August 2010 published an OJEU Contract Notice and PQQ to secure the services of organisations to deliver NEET in locations across England OR the services of organisations to manage the delivery of NEET in locations across England.  All organisations wishing to respond to this notice are directed to visit the following links on this tendering portal; ‘PQQs Open To All Suppliers’ and specifically ‘pqq_28721 ESF NEET for YPLA’ where you can express an interest in this provision by completing the questionnaire.

Please note that for any provider to later be invited to tender for ESF NEET provision they MUST respond to this PQQ.  Providers already on the Qualified Provider Framework (QPF) list will NOT be automatically included and therefore also need to respond to this PQQ.  This will be the only PQQ for ESF NEET provision. It is likely to be in place until the end of 2013 and will be periodically refreshed. 

Should you have any queries regarding this PQQ or the ESF NEET procurement round, please ensure that these queries are directed to us via the PQQ message Board – it is not appropriate to contact the Skills Funding Agency / YPLA by any means other than by using the e-tendering messaging service as this may compromise the integrity and robustness of the procurement process.

We may cease to respond to queries 48 hours before the closing date for the completion of the on-line documents.  We therefore encourage organisations to complete the on-line documentation as soon as possible.  The closing date for on-line submissions is 17:00 on 17th September 2010. 

A summary of the planned timetable for this procurement is shown below:

	Milestone
	Date

	Publish OJEU Notice
	18th August 2010

	Publish PQQ
	18th August 2010

	PQQ Closes
	17th September 2010

	Evaluation of PQQ Completed
	1st October 2010

	Respondents Notified
	4th October 2010

	Publish ITT
	5th October 2010 *

	ITT Closes
	9th November 2010

	ITT Evaluation completed
	3rd December 2010

	Respondents Notified
	13th December 2010

	Standstill period ends
	23rd December 2010

	Contracts Awarded**
	24th December 2010

	Delivery Commences**
	3rd January 2011


* Subject to receipt of authorisation to proceed following Treasury Spending Guidance

** Organisations should note that this is all subject to when the various Divisions/Regions of the Skills Funding Agency will be wishing to go out to Tender

The above dates are current at the time of publication and may change.  If any significant change occurs the organisation may be given a comparable altered time to respond.

