New government initiatives and funds

Targeted Support Fund
· The Targeted Support Fund has been announced, visit http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector.aspx. 

£750K Innovative Campaigning Action Research Programme
· Last week Liam Byrne, Minister for the Cabinet Office, announced the first ever government action research programme to strengthen the ability of charities and other third sector organisations to campaign for change.  The £750,000 scheme will identify and promote innovative ways for the third sector to act as a strong voice specifically for the most disadvantaged people in society. The new programme will be developed and delivered over two years, with packages of grants and support services to be provided to up to 30 nominated groups. 

· Liam Byrne, Minister for the Third Sector said; 

“Our charities, voluntary organisations and social enterprises have never had a stronger voice – and we want them speak up even more. This programme will help charities working with some of the most vulnerable people in society to make their voice heard. It will also help develop the most innovative approaches, and will benefit the whole sector. In the times of rapid economic change, government needs to hear from organisations who are working hard to bring about positive changes in our communities." 

· The new scheme will be run by Capacitybuilders, a non-departmental public body charged with developing the strengths of third sector organisations. Capacitybuilders will be engaging third sector stakeholders in shaping this programme, further details will be announced later this spring. www.Capacitybuilders.org.uk. 

 

Inspiring Communities: Government funding for partnerships to raise the aspirations and attainment of young people
· CLG, Cabinet Office and DCSF have launched the new ‘Inspiring Communities’ programme.  Initially based in 15 neighbourhoods, it will fund and support neighbourhood partnerships to deliver a programme of activities working with young people, their parents and communities, to create new opportunities, broaden horizons and build up the self-confidence of local people.

· Partnerships will have at their core schools, councils, third sector organisations and young people.  Local businesses and relevant service providers are also encouraged to become involved in the initiative.  The programme is now open to applications, and the deadline is on 3 June 2009.

· Third sector organisations will be key members of every partnership. OTS Strategic Partners are asked to cascade to their member organisations and networks the news of this new initiative. Government is encouraging applications from partnerships involving, and led by, a range of organisations operating at neighbourhood level – including social enterprises, charities, voluntary and community organisations, as well as local authorities, schools and businesses. The programme is open to applications from deprived neighbourhoods within 64 local authority areas in England.

· For further information on the programme, details of eligibility and how to apply, see www.communities.gov.uk/communities/neighbourhoodrenewal/inspiringcommunities
 

