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Developing the Foundation Learning Tier within the 

New Qualifications Credit Framework
The Government’s reform of curriculum and qualifications has led to the new Qualification and Credit Framework (QCF), which aims to provide a simple and rational structure for recognising achievement through the award of credits for units and qualifications.  A key element of the QCF is the Foundation Learning Tier (FLT). This will provide clear routes, called progression pathways, for young people and adults working below level 2 to achieve combinations of qualifications at entry level and level 1 that will prepare them for Level 2 and beyond.

The Qualification and Curriculum Authority (QCA) and The Learning and Skills Council (LSC) who developed the QCF and the FLT, have recognised that currently there are gaps in the FLT, particularly in terms of the non-formal learning programmes, which develop personal and social development skills (PSD).  These are acknowledged as being vital to engaging or reengaging young people and adults into a formal learning structure.   The framework is also designed to help learners achieve formal qualifications (more inclusive than the current National Qualifications Framework – ‘NQF’ - recognising a wider range of achievements for different learners).

The QCA therefore, has commissioned The National Youth Agency (NYA) in partnership with ASDAN (Award Scheme Development and Accreditation Network); to undertake some research and make subsequent recommendations about what non-accredited provision in PSD should be brought into the FLT. This is important not only for the benefits it will afford young people and adults but it will also be of benefit to the providers as LSC funding will be available for learning which is within the FLT.
In undertaking this work for the QCA, The NYA, in partnership with ASDAN, will be investigating what provision needs to be incorporated into the Framework and making recommendations to the QCA.  It is important that the research consult a ‘representative’ group from a wide range of ‘providers’ both in the statutory and voluntary sectors where learning provision supports personal and social development skills. 
Attached to this letter is a form, which we would ask you to complete, thus providing information about any such programme of learning you may deliver, which develops PSD.
If you are not able to provide this information, can you pass this letter and the accompanying form to the most appropriate person in your organisation and ask that they complete and return to Ms Terry Tasker at terrytasker@talktalk.net  by 23rd December. Alternatively if you have no interest in following this up can you put in a ‘nil return’ to the same email address.
May I take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your co-operation.
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