In a speech on Monday, the Prime Minister David Cameron outlined the Government’s plans for the Big Society. He suggested that the Government would seek to empower communities by involving people in running and controlling local services. Read the full text of the PM’s speech here.
At NCVO, we recognise that many of the principles underpinning the Big Society are positive and provide real opportunities for voluntary and community organisations and the communities they work with. It is good that the Prime Minister is recognising the importance of our sector, and encouraging people to get involved in their local communities. However, I strongly believe that it is impossible to separate out the Big Society agenda from the challenging economic environment in which we are all currently operating.
There is a small window of opportunity for us to influence the Government so that they develop policies which support the voluntary and community sector. With your help, we’re actively contributing to the debate and developing the evidence base on the value of the sector to contribute to emerging policy proposals.
Some of the key things we are working on, and you can contribute to, are:
· Building the evidence base - Add to our new webpages which bring together some of the key evidence sources on the Big Society agenda, to inform the debate and contribute to current thinking about how the different dimensions might be taken forward. Further details here. 

· Crowdsourcing the cuts - If you’ve been told that your statutory funding will be cut, fill in our survey and we will use this vital data to build up a real picture of how the sector is being affected. Further details here. 

· Coping with cuts - We have launched a new support service on our website to give you information to help you and your organisation. Further details here. 

· Spending Review – We will be submitting detailed evidence as part of the Treasury consultation process and we would like to hear from you about the impact significant cuts would have on your organisation and your ability to deliver services. Further details here. 

We will continue to work closely with you, our members, to ensure that government fully recognises the importance of the sector and the impact that cuts would have, particularly on the most vulnerable. 

There has been considerable media interest and coverage about the Big Society and the voluntary sector’s role in delivering the agenda. We’ve been working hard to get the above messages across on your behalf and recent coverage includes Karl Wilding, our Head of Research, taking part in a live studio discussion about the impact of spending cuts on charities and the Government's Big Society plans on BBC Breakfast. He also spoke to BBC News about the impact on voluntary organisations of cuts to local authority funding.

See our website for a detailed list of the press and media coverage.
We will contine to keep you updated with any developments.
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