Web updates to 1 December 2008
Opportunities for adult education providers and learners in the UK (Grundtvig, November 2008)
Grundtvig is part of the European Commission’s Lifelong Learning Programme and aims to strengthen the European dimension in adult education and lifelong learning. Funding is open to any UK organisation involved in adult education who wants to work with European partners. 

The deployment, training and development of the wider school workforce (Ofsted, 5 November 2008)

Ofsted report looking at the wider (non teacher) role in schools.  Pays particular attention to the role of staff in engaging parents both in their children’s schooling and in learning for themselves.  

Launch of QCF (DIUS, 14 November 2008)

Press release from DIUS, launching the new Qualifications and Credits Framework.

Adult and Community Learning e-newsletter (LSIS, November 2008)

A new service from LSIS to keep up with their ACL activities.  This link takes you to the sign-up page.

From recession to recovery: the local dimension (LGA, 17 November 2008)

This report, commissioned by the LGA, analyses the local effects of recession and the impact of the economic slowdown on towns and cities, regions and sub regions in England.

Evaluation of the take-up and use of the well-being power – research summary (DCLG, 17 November 2008)

This report provides a summary of the overall findings of a study examining local authorities' take-up and use of the well-being power. The well-being power is a general power of competence permitting councils to do anything except raise tax to promote the economic, social and environmental well-being of their areas.  
Practical use of the well-being power (DCLG, 17 November 2008)

This report gives practical examples of how the well-being power has been used by local authorities.

LLUK begins collection of workforce data for WBL and ACL providers (LLUK, 17 November 2008)

Press release from LLUK announcing the beginning of workforce data collection on WBL and ACL providers.

Capital skills prospectus (LSC, 19 November 2008)

The Capital Skills Prospectus gives non-college providers of education and training access to capital funding for the first time. It gives a wider range of training providers access to new investment which will enable them to develop and deliver specialised services.

Ofsted Annual Report (Ofsted, 19 November 2008)

Ofsted’s latest annual report shows a decline in ACL provision and learner numbers, together with a slight decline in the proportion of providers achieving good or excellent grades, as compared with last year.  ICT provision is shown to be the best performing area, whereas concerns are raised around preparation for life and work provision.  Grades for family learning have slipped slightly.
Grant letter to the Learning and Skills Council (DCSF/DIUS, 19 November 2008)

Grant letter to the LSC outlines the priorities expected of the LSC for 2009/10.  The adult skills component of the expectations includes a balancing of targets and flexibility around Train to Gain and JobCentre+ initiatives, to deal with the impacts of recession; a renewed emphasis on numeracy and on refocusing skills for life provision on what people need to help them find and progress in work.  In terms of ‘informal learning’, the emphasis is on maximising the range of opportunities and different approaches available, with better co-ordination.  A clear link is made between ‘informal learning’ and active citizenship, and with ESOL and community cohesion.
LSC Statement of priorities: investing in our future through learning and skills (LSC, November 2008)

The LSC’s Statement of priorities for 2009/10 includes new duties to be placed on the LSC with regard to adult learners; the maintenance of the safeguard; the expansion of the remit of PCDL partnerships to include other elements of the safeguard; a new approach to ESOL provision; refreshing of the skills for life strategy, including numeracy assessments for literacy and language learners.

Targeted mental health in schools project (DCSF, 19 November 2008)

This guide supports the strategic integration of all agencies involved in the delivery of child and adolescent mental health services (including schools) so that they can work together to deliver flexible, responsive and effective early-intervention mental health services.

Unfinished business in widening participation: the end of the beginning (LSN, 19 November 2008)

Over a decade has gone by since the report of the Widening Participation Committee - Learning works - was presented to the Further Education Funding Council. Ten years on, this report asks how far have we come in the decade since Learning works? What progress have we made? And what barriers have we yet to overcome? Bringing together the perspectives of key thinkers, researchers and commentators, it aims to stimulate debate on what we need to do next to widen participation.
Who does what in the skills system (Edexcel, 20 November 2008)

Useful map of all the different agencies involved in the learning and skills sector.

Children and young people in mind: the final report of the national children and adolescent mental health services review (DCSF, 21 November 2008)

This is the final report of a review that considered the needs of all children and young people, from birth to age 19, and their families. It sought to find out how children’s health, education and social care services are contributing to the mental health and psychological well-being of children and young people.

Time and income poverty (JRF, 26 November 2008)

Study looking at the relationship between time poverty and income poverty, in particular the impact on the material benefits and parental input that children need to thrive.

New guidance for consulting with the third sector (Cabinet Office, 26 November 2008)

Publication of a practical handbook to help public servants open up the consultation process to reach third sector workers on the ground and to use their experience to influence policy outcomes.  The handbook accompanies new research by Involve on effective and innovative ways of consulting with the third sector – also available through the above link.

Impact of parental involvement on children’s education (DCSF, 27 November 2008) 

This report summarises evidence on the impact of parental involvement on children’s education, the stages at which it is known to have an impact, and the types of activities that are most influential.  Highlights the benefits of family learning, and the importance of good quality involvement of fathers.
Pre-school, school and family influences on chilren’s development during Key Stage 2 (DCSF, 27 November 2008)

This report summarises the findings of a study to investigate the effects of home background, pre-school and primary education on pupils’ attainment and social and behavioural development at key stage two.

Tackling Worklessness: A Review of the contribution and role of local authorities and partnerships - Interim Report (DCLG, 27 November 2008)

The Interim Report of the Tackling Worklessness Review contains the Review team's current thinking on how successful multi-agency and cross-sector local partnerships can best tackle worklessness in their communities.  It identifies a particular role for local authorities in helping to ensure a ‘wraparound’ approach.

Employability skills examined (LSN, 27 November 2008)

This document summarises LSN’s quest over the past twelve months to understand what is meant by 'employability skills'; their importance to learners and employers; and how colleges, work-based learning and other providers are tackling the issue. Work thus far has uncovered ten key messages that practitioners and policy-makers alike might consider as they too examine employability skills.

Mutual action, common purpose: empowering the third sector (Fabian Society, 27 November 2008)

Report by a working group of MPs, chaired by David Blunkett, and requested by the prime minister, reviews the role and place of the third sector for future policy developments.

Third sector support (Cabinet Office, 28 November 2008)

The government will be producing an action plan in the new year, on creating a sustainable environment for the third sector, particularly in the current economic climate.  They are asking for contributions from the sector to help develop their thinking.  This follows an NCVO summit highlighting the challenges the sector faces and how the sector and government might work together in the future.

Religion, beliefs and parenting practices (JRF, 28 November 2008)

Religion has the potential to influence many aspects of parenting. For this project, researchers asked young people and parents in Bradford, predominantly from Christian and Muslim backgrounds, how their religious beliefs and practices affected family life.

