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Institute of Continuing Education



PTLLS+ : Teaching and learning in post-compulsory contexts 
(20 credits at HE Level 1)

Regulations introduced in September 2007 require all those offering teaching or training in publicly-funded settings to hold at least a threshold to teaching award, obtained by undertaking a PTTLS course (Preparing to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector).  To become a fully qualified teacher, however, one needs to complete a DTLLS course (Diploma in Teaching in the Lifelong Learning Sector). The Institute of Continuing Education offers both a PTLLS+ and a DTLLS (for further details of the latter, please contact the Institute as shown below). 

The PTLLS+ course will be of interest to individuals who wish to teach in an adult or community setting and to organisations in the public and voluntary sectors, whose staff are involved in the delivery of publicly-funded learning. It can also be tailored to meet the particular needs of a wide range of specialist groups, if required.

PTTLS+, an innovative and practically-based course, offers an advantage over the conventional PTLLS for two reasons: 
· it is accredited by the University of Cambridge at HE (Higher Education) Level 1, equivalent to National Qualifications Framework (NQF) Level 4
· it comprises two LLUK-endorsed units: the PTLLS unit plus Principles and Practice of Assessment
· it offers greater flexibility  of delivery modes and venues than most conventional PTLLS courses.
This means that although PTLLS+ is a stand-alone course, it also allows later direct progression on to module 2 of the DTLLS should participants wish to take that route towards full qualification.  

No formal qualifications are required for entry to the Institute’s PTTLS+. The course is delivered over 33 hours, compared with 30 hours for the conventional PTLLS.  Attendance at all sessions is important, as students must fulfil all the learning outcomes for the award to be achieved.
 
If delivered in informal partnership with other organisations, the PTLLS+ can be offered at a very reasonable fee. In essence, the partner organisation provides the teaching venue, and the Institute provides the teaching, assessment and quality assurance.  Our tutors will travel to the partner organisation to provide the course on site. Each course can be run at days and times that are most convenient for the students and partner organisation, thus enabling an unusual degree of flexibility; the usual arrangement is to deliver the course over six weekly or fortnightly sessions. The minimum class size is 12 and the maximum is 20 with a cost of £270 per student for a class size of 12 – 14 and £220 for a class size of 15 - 20.  If an organisation hosts a course and recruits some students externally, it can charge an additional fee to contribute towards its own costs in making the provision.
The aims of the syllabus are:
· To introduce participants to the approach, content and objectives of the teaching and learning transaction, particularly within the sector interests of each local course;
· To review and understand the roles, responsibilities and boundaries of the participants’ teaching or training areas, including relevant legislative requirements and codes of practice;
· To introduce participants to some basic theories of learning;
· To explore the principles and practice of the assessment of learning;
· To equip participants to engage in reflective practice as a means of improving their own pedagogy.
Students will be assessed by three assignments, totalling 3000-4000 words:
· A portfolio of short pieces of work, targeting specific learning outcomes;

· A reflective journal which charts the teacher’s progress as a consequence of the course;

· A 15-20 minute micro-teaching session to the participant group, with attendant paperwork showing planning etc.
Students will also be given appropriate guidance regarding progression possibilities.
The Institute welcomes enquiries from interested groups or organisations. 
For further details about PTLLS+ please contact:
Katherine Roddwell

kmr23@cam.ac.uk
For details about the Institute of Continuing Education DTLLS course, please contact:

Linda Fisher

laf22@cam.ac.uk
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