As most of you will now be aware we are in the process of rolling out the “New Approach to ESOL” which sets out how LAs are to take a leading role in the planning of ESOL provision in their localities to ensure that it plays a more effective role in supporting community cohesion – see LSC website link below for all relevant publications, documents and information, links to data sources, action plans etc. https://www.lsc.gov.uk/whatwedo/adultlearner/esol.htm.

Nationally, all Local Authorities are working towards producing local action plans for ESOL by December 2009 and will be in the process of pulling together local partnerships to pool information on current ESOL activity (both LSC and non-LSC funded) – data, funding options, local needs, local demand, gaps in provision etc.   

The Implementing the New Approach document (http://www.dius.gov.uk/~/media/publications/I/implementing-the-new-approach-to-esol) highlights the importance of working effectively with a partnership to share information and to integrate the strategy within the local area agreement.  These could be new partnerships or existing partnerships / provider forums which could be developed as required.

In order to help in creating effective partnerships, please can you encourage your wider networks to approach their LAs to ask to be part of this process in order to help influence where future budget / spend is prioritised.  This should be of interest to anyone who is currently delivering ESOL (formal or informal / LSC funded and non-LSC funded) or anyone who is working with ethnic minority groups (to ensure that their needs are included / reflected, where possible, in the local plan).   

Groups which we might expect to see within the partnerships (though not exhaustive) would include: Jobcentre Plus, All ESOL providers, LSC, Offender Learning (both probation and prison services), local VCS/Third Sector organisations … 

Attached is a list of current “lead contacts” for each LA area – please note that these are subject to change but provide a named contact for any organisations who are yet to engage in the process.

