



Learning for Life in Norfolk Partnership

Minutes of a meeting held at The Millennium Library, The Forum, Norwich on Thursday 8 October 2009
	Agenda item
	

	
	Present:

Phil Coward, representing Carolyn Daines
Kate De Vries

Beverley Evans

Frances Evans representing Amanda Payne

Andy Hodgson

Laurie Hull

Tim Leonard

Rachael Metson

John Morgan

Cllr Derrick Murphy

Tina Neil

Lorna Payne

Martin Slater

Beatrix Ward

Minutes:  Judy Youngs, NCC Adult Education



	1
	Welcome 

Derrick Murphy introduced himself and welcomed everyone.  As this was the first meeting including wider representation on the board, members introduced themselves.

	2 
	Apologies

Apologies were received from Carolyn Daines, Howard Foale,

Richard Packham and Amanda Payne



	3
	Minutes of the meeting on 13 February 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 13 November 2009 were agreed as a true record.

Matters arising:

There were no matters arising.



	4
	Recent developments in Learning for Life in Norfolk.
Beverley Evans presented a paper outlining some key developments in informal learning since the Partnership last met, including the publication of The Learning Revolution white paper (www.dius.gov.uk),  The Inquiry into the Future for Lifelong Learning (www.niace.org.uk/lifelonglearninginquiry) and the New Approach to English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) (www.dius.gov.uk/skills/skills_for_life/esol) whereby local authorities will take a strategic lead in determining the priorities for ESOL according to local need.  Partners agreed that effective planning of ESOL provision straddles the work of the LLINP, Economic Development officers, the 3rd Sector, District and County Councils and that the LLINP could act as the conduit for that  partnership working to reduce duplication and meet gaps in provision.   Andy Hodgson offered to collate information from all partners about ESOL provision in their area.
Action  Partners to email information directly to Andy at:

andy@thenlpteam.com so that a report can be brought to the next meeting.


	5
	Funding for informal learning
Beverley Evans provided an update on behalf of Howard Foale, Norfolk LSC and explained that the LSC will cease to exist on 1 April 2010 and will be replaced by the Skills Funding Agency (SFA) which is likely to be regional rather than having a county presence and will be a funding body.  The Regional Development Agency (EEDA) will be responsible for the strategic planning of skills and employment training in the region.  Personal and Community Development Learning (PCDL) funding will be the responsibility of the SFA to allocate to providers.


	6
	The Learning Revolution and the implications for the future work of the LLINP
Cllr Murphy led a discussion based on a paper detailing Norfolk’s progress against key Learning Revolution milestones published by the Dept for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS).  Partners discussed the October Festival of Learning and the role of the LLINP in acting as an advocate for large nationwide events such as this.  It was agreed that it would be helpful for the Partnership to know about the full range of national events linked to adult learning.
Action:  Judy Youngs to bring a list of events to the next meeting.

Phil Coward spoke about the funding available to support Learning Champions – WEA has a national project to deliver training to the champions.  Tim Leonard mentioned that this crosses over with a project in Gt Yarmouth supported by Working Neighbourhoods Funding that will train community learning champions.  
The WEA has undertaken to collate a summary of all the free space available to deliver learning in the UK.

Partners reviewed membership in terms of the milestones to ensure that there is appropriate representation.  

Action:   Approach Age Concern and trade union to seek representation on the LLINP.  

Partners suggested inviting Susie Fowler-Watt from BBC Look East to a future meeting themed around using broadcasting as an informal learning tool.



	7
	An overview of Norfolk County Council’s PCDL funded provision in 2009-10
Beverley Evans presented an overview of NCC’s provision for the next year, highlighting that other providers also have PCDL funding.  It was agreed that future agendas should include a standing item for partners to report on the informal learning they are providing.


	8
	Any other business

Tim Leonard asked whether the LLINP should be concerned with soft skills such as confidence building and self esteem as part of its work.  Discussion followed and partners felt that although the core business of the partnership should be informal learning, it should not lose sight of the importance of these skills in helping people into employment, although other boards look at these as part of their remit.



	9
	Findings from the Learner Research project
Sean Steadman, Head of Services to Voluntary Organisations for Voluntary Norfolk introduced the presentation by Priory Research Services.  Sue Smithurst presented the findings and partners were each given a copy.

This was followed by a presentation of certificates by Cllr Murphy to the learners who had been trained in Community Action Research methods as part of the project.



	10
	Date of next meeting

Thursday 4 February 2009 10 am – 12.30 pm venue tbc





