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Dear Colleague

I am writing to you on behalf of the Learning for Life in Norfolk Partnership. 

Are you interested in getting the voice of people in Norfolk heard by the organisers of informal adult learning?

As part of its ongoing work to co-ordinate the planning of informal learning in the county, the Learning for Life in Norfolk Partnership has commissioned Great Yarmouth-based Priory Research Services to undertake some research.  It will achieve this through training 50 people in Community Action Research methods. 

Participants will learn how to conduct community research, including how to frame questions, communicate effectively and overcome barriers. Following on from the training, participants will visit and talk to  communities across the county and talk to people to assess which types of informal learning are popular, what kind of opportunities people would like to see and what, if anything, may be preventing people from making the most of the learning opportunities available in Norfolk.

This series of free courses will help the Partnership to find out what people would like to be learning, at the same time as giving the trainees the opportunity to make a real difference at the heart of their communities by getting the learner’s voice heard.
The 2-day courses will be held in Norwich, Great Yarmouth, King’s Lynn, Thetford and North Walsham during June 2009 and are designed for people of all ages and backgrounds.   Previous participants in this type of training have gone on to higher education and enrolled in teacher training, social work and research areas.

The findings of the students’ research will be used by the Learning for Life in Norfolk Partnership to support the strategic co-ordination and planning of informal adult learning in the county.
We would like to invite you to promote these free courses among your learners, clients and staff and I have attached a pdf leaflet with further information and dates.  This is a real opportunity to influence informal learning so please encourage people to sign up for one of the courses.

If you would like more information or to book onto a course, please telephone Priory Research Services on (01493) 855421 or email sue-smithurst@gyctrust.co.uk 

Yours sincerely
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