THURSDAY APRIL 2ND 2009

AirSpace Conference Centre, Imperial War Museum, Duxford

‘Volunteering for Employability  - Planning for Action’

Announcing the 3rd Conference on the theme ‘Volunteering for Employability’ in the context of the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympics Games

Building on the networks established at previous events in May and September 2008, the East of England Skills and Competitiveness Partnership (EESCP) and Nations & Regions East Skills Group (NRE) invite delegates from the Skills, Voluntary and Culture sectors to plan future concerted action.

The Conference programme will include:

·  an update on Government priorities and developments affecting the main sectors represented 

·  news of volunteering initiatives designed to help hard-to-reach groups   

· presentations on what employers are doing to support volunteering ( - and why they do it)

· an overview of current voluntary sector strengths in this area ( - and how we can build on these)  

There will be plenty of opportunity for discussion and participation:  a key theme for the conference will be ‘how can my organisation help others who share the same goals?’  

Opportunities linked to the 2012 Games and Cultural Olympiad will remain a key focus for the Conference, but we are keen to extend awareness of how employers, business and voluntary sector groups are using the development of ‘transferable skills’ to support the whole Volunteering for Employability agenda.

Over lunch there will be a ‘market place’ of ideas and display materials presented by delegates.  If you would like to reserve display space at the conference please indicate when registering at the website below and we will contact you for the details of your display.  

Places at the Conference are limited and early application is advised, but do please disseminate this information to your usual networks.  Initially we will work on a ‘first come’ basis, but if the conference is over-subscribed we will ask organisations to send only one delegate.  
You can apply for a place at the conference at www.eventsforce.net/volunteering. We are keen to make the Conference accessible to all, so please say if you have any special requirements or dietary needs.  

Confirmation of your place at the conference will be made by e-mail.  

Details of how to get there will be emailed to you after registration.  

Conference registration will open at 9.15am, and the conference will close with tea at 3.30pm.                             

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact our events organiser, Suzy Howes & associates, at volunteering@eeda.org.uk or telephone 01223 234193.

