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Date:  11th August 2009

Addressee:

Dear 

RE:  National Offender Management Service (NOMS) - Women’s Centre Tender
I am writing to you regarding an exciting funding opportunity available to Norfolk through NOMS.  This funding is for the development of Women’s Centres, with up to £500,000 available for 18 months delivery. The aim of this funding is to achieve a reduction of the number of women in prison who do not need to be there as they are not serious or violent offenders who pose a risk to the public.  A brief summary of the objectives follow:

· Provide additional and enhanced one stop shop services in the community for women at risk of offending and women offenders 

· Provide a co-ordination of services for women at an early stage in order to tackle factors that can lead to social exclusion and the risk of offending

· Engage with women at each stage of the criminal justice system

· Work with mainstream services outside the criminal justice such as social services and health to facilitate women’s access to specialist services and their integration into mainstream services and

· Provide a gender specific service sensitive to the needs and diversity of all women in order to promote equality and avoid discrimination for service users
Norfolk has successfully submitted a Pre Qualifying Questionnaire to the Ministry of Justice.  Stonham is the lead organization with a wide range of organizations supporting the application from both the statutory and voluntary sectors.  

Norfolk’s application is considering the purchase of a suitable building in Norwich and identifying appropriate venues across the county to ensure women across Norfolk have equal access to services.  Initial discussions have also considered the purchase or hire of a suitably equipped “bus” in order to reach rural areas.  A Co-ordinator will be appointed to manage the project and it is anticipated that some services will need to be purchased, whilst others will be available through existing funded activities across the partnership.

Successful applicants will have a business plan to address the sustainability of service delivery and to ensure enduring provision beyond the grant period.  Tenders must also demonstrate effectiveness of partnerships (statutory, third sector etc) as well as demonstrate how the service will contribute effectively to wider policy.  We are therefore approaching colleagues within the statutory sector asking for their support for this application and the important provision it will directly bring to Norfolk women. Due to the tight tendering schedule and to assist you with your response, the following paragraph has been drafted: 

I/we understand that there is a consortium of delivery partners led by Stonham Home Group who are proposing a One Stop shop for women, focusing in particular on women offenders and those that are at risk of offending.

I/we support this county-wide, women’s service aimed at improving social inclusion, enhancing links between marginalized groups and mainstream/ specialist services and ultimately reducing Norfolk’s re-offending rates.

Letters should be addressed to: 

Jo Huxtable 

Area Business Manager - Norfolk & Suffolk

Stonham (Home Group Ltd)

Heath House

5 Woolgate Court

St. Benedict's Street

Norwich NR2 4AP
 

We are also in the process of mapping potential county-wide venues which may be available for service delivery and an indication of available facilities would also be helpful. Any associated costs will be discussed at a later stage.
If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact Jo Huxtable, Area Business Manager, Stonham Home Group on 07889 087017 or myself at the above address.

Yours sincerely

